Seronegative rheumatoid arthritis: pathogenetic and therapeutic aspects.
Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) has long been recognised as a highly heterogeneous disease of immune dysregulation. Despite an ever-growing appreciation of the role of circulating autoantibodies in the development of 'seropositive' disease, the pathogenesis of seronegative RA remains poorly understood. Accumulating evidence suggests that RA 'serotypes', in fact, reflect distinct disease entities that, despite their clinical overlap, diverge in respect of genetic architecture, cellular pathology and even therapeutic responsiveness. Focussing on seronegative RA, this review considers these concepts and their implications for the management of patients with this challenging, though sometimes overlooked, condition.